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Features on Demand  

 

A copy of the binary files for all features and roles that are installed during 

Windows Setup is stored in a directory called the side-by-side store, located in 

Windows\WinSxS. Keeping a copy of the feature files available on disk in this 

way enables you to add a role or enable a feature after Windows Server installation 

without needing to access Windows Server media. In previous versions of 

Windows Server, these features files remained on disk for the life of the operating 

system. The disadvantage of this approach was that these files took up space on the 

disk even if you never wanted to install the associated feature or role. In addition, 

you weren’t able to reduce the size of the installation image, which you might want 

to do when creating custom installation media for your organization.  

 

In Windows Server 2012, you can minimize the footprint of your installation by 

deleting the files for features you’re not using from the side-by-side store. This 

ability to delete feature files is called Features on Demand. To later reinstall a role 

or feature for which files have been deleted, you need access to the Windows 

Server 2012 source files.  

 

To completely remove all files for a role or feature from disk, use the Uninstall-

WindowsFeature cmdlet of Windows PowerShell and specify the name of the 

feature by using the –Remove option. For example, to delete the DHCP server 

binaries from server storage, run the following Windows PowerShell command 
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Alternatively, you can reinstall the feature by using Server Manager. When you get to the final 

page of the Add Roles And Features Wizard, choose the option to specify an alternate source 

path, as shown in Figure 1-2. Then provide a path to source files when prompted. 
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