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Lets go over a couple of points to make sure we remember. 
First of all the upgrade must be done from within the operating system. 
You cannot boot off of a windows 2008 dvd and select upgrade it will always 
Be disabled.  So it must be done always from within the Windows 2003 Operating 
System. 
 
You can only upgrade to the same version or higher.  That’s kind of true.  For 
Example if you presently have Standard Edition of Windows Server 2003, you can only 
Go to Standard Edition 2008 or Enterprise Edition 2008. 
If you are running Enterprise Edition then you can only do Enterprise Edition. 
 
Datacenter and Web Server Edition have to be upgraded directly to the same version. 
So Datacenter 2003 must go to Datacenter 2008 and Web Edition 2003 must go to  
Web Edition 2008. 
 
The only one that can go to a higher version would be standard Edition. 
 



The next thing you need to know is that you must stay within the same architecture. 
What I mean by that is  if you are currently running a  32 bit version of Windows 
Server 2003, then you must go to a 32 bit version of Windows Server 2008. 
If you are running 64 bit then you must go to 64 bit. 
You cannot upgrade from one to the other. 
 
An in place upgrade is what we look at here where you have the option to upgrade  
All the settings are kept in place. 
You can also do an upgrade through migration. The process of migration is backing 
Up everything that you have on Server 2003.  Wipe the Server 2003 machine and do 
A clean install of Server 2008 and then restore everything from backup. 
 
If you do this then guess what, you don’t have to upgrade from within the  
Operating System .  You can now upgrade to any version of Windows Server 2008 
From  any Version of Windows Server 2003.  And you don’t have to stay within the 
Same architecture.  Maybe you were running the 32 bit version for 2003 and now you 
Want the 64 bit version of Windows Server 2008.  You can do that if you do a  
Migration. 
ALWAYS DO A COMPLETE BACKUP OF YOUR SERVER BEFORE DOING AN UPGRADE. 
 


